theme5:MEDIA LITERACY

The mass media today plays a significant role in forging stereotypes and prejudices in the society by conditioning
perceptions and shaping people's attitudes and behaviors. According to Media literacy expert group, which was
created in 2017 by European Commission, “Media literacy is an umbrella expression that includes all the technical,
cognitive, social, civicand creative capacities that allow a citizen to access, have a critical understanding of the media
and interact with it. It refers to all kind of media, through all kind of channels (traditional, internet, social media) and
toall ages. Media literacy means different things for different countries and stakeholders. It is also a dynamic concept
that evolves at the same that technology and society. However, a key stone in all possible definitions of media literacy
is the development of critical thinking by the user” (Source: (E02541), CNECT- DG Communications Networks,
Contentand Technology).

This part of toolkit invite young people to develop media literacy skills to become better interpreters of media
messages. By participating in activities learners will elevate perception of reality and the way we see the world. They
will learn about construction and deconstruction of media messages and particularly by developing storytelling
skills.

Stories are effective educational tools and because of that this project has focus on one of the key questions that
influence intercultural and international relations: the construction of social representations - how different groups
of people perceive and are perceived by others. New forms of media are creating new ways to record, express and
consume stories and by this better understand sustainable development related issues.

The activities in this section will stimulate to develop and adopt critical thinking and analytical competences when

touch the coverage of the situations in different countries and on different continents. Below you will find structure
of story making cycle. It can be usefultoanalyzeitif you decide to adapt activities for your needs.



The cycle of story making using images

How well does the story reflect the image?

Discus: the importance of photo; the link of sustainable
living;

Reflect on the process that you have gone through in
steps1,2and 3.

Evaluate the impact that this process has had on you.
Has is changed your thinking in any way? Do you think it
will influence your future behavior / choices?

REFLECT AND EVALUATE

SHARE A STORY

Use a formal or informal way to share the story

Share the story with another person.

Tell the story to a class group.

Print the story as an article in a newspaper or
newsletter.

Record the story to share in video or audio format.

Identify what is important about the image

Who took this photo and why did they shoot it way
they did? Who is portrayed in the photo?

What is show in the photo? What is the emotional
impact of the photo? What effect does it have on your
attitude to the subject?

Where was the photo taken?

EXAMINE THE IMAGE
SHARE A STORY

Express the content as a story

Create a story that links to responsible and sustainable
living by using the information from Step 1.

Structure the story e.g. stories have specific clear
beginning (once upon a time...) and endings (...happily
ever after, or not!).

E Activity “Whose Story is This?”

Each student writes a description of a photograph in relation to signs of responsible living they find. Afterwards
all class members are invited to match photographs and descriptions.




INSTRUCTION: Organize this activity in two stages:

Stage ONE:

*  Show the students one example of a photo and invite them to describe what they see in the photograph in
relation to responsible and sustainable living. This step provides a practice run for the next step.
Distribute a photo (face-down) to each student. Instruct them not to show it to their peers.
Distribute paper and a pen to each student. Invite the students to write down as many sentences as is
possible, in five minutes, to describe “the story” of their image in relation to responsible and sustainable
living.
Collect all of theimages and descriptions from the students.

Stage TWO:

e Attachthestudentsimagestoawhiteboard with sticky tack. Number each image.

e Explain to the class that each of the descriptions written by students will be read out randomly. As
descriptions are being read out students are asked to guess which of the numbered images is being
described andto record their choice on a sheet of paper.

e Whenalldescriptions have been read out and matched to a photograph review the students answers.

e Discussthe photographs, descriptions and the number of correct answers. Whatimages were challenging to
describe /guess?

Questions:
«  What have they learnt from this experience?
« Has the activity heightened their awareness of responsible and sustainable living? How?
.« After a couple of weeks invite students to discuss and reflect on:
« Has the activity prompted them to take any kind of action or make a change? If yes, what?

m Activity “The secret story of an everyday object”

In groups, students gather information about various everyday products. Then they share their findings about the
sustainability and origin of the product.




_
_

INTRODUCTION: The classroom should be organized for group work, with access to the internet. The teacher selects
objects for groups and prepares the questions and all other materials needed. Divide students into groups of four or

five.

Provide each group with an object / product and a set of questions. Invite each group to look at their object / product
and research answers to their set of questions. Students can brainstorm possible answers or look for answers on the
internet and should record each answer on the worksheet template.

Students are invited to display their worksheets and share the story of their findings with each other. Each group
identifies the origin of their object / product on a world map or globe.

E o Where was the object / product produced / manufactured?

+ 0o What material is the object / product made from?

. o Doesthe production of the object / product pollute the environment?

. 0 Whatisthe origin of the materials used to manufacture the object / product?

. 0 Were materials processed in any way? How?

.o How was the object / product transported to its present location?

' 0 Hasthe object/ product got more than one use? Can it be used more than once?

' o What will happen to the object / product after it is no longer used?

' o Doesithave potential for Reusing? Recycling? Repurposing? Re-gifting? Repairing? Remaking?
' Redesigning?

o Is the object / product an everyday item or a luxury item?

+ 0 Who has use for the object / product?

. 0 Whenthe product is disposed of is there a risk to the environment?

. 0 Arethe people who manufacture the object / product treated fairly? Are they exposed to any risk
. factors?

Questions:

What have they learnt from this experience?

Has the activity heightened their awareness of responsible and sustainable living? How?
After a couple of weeks invite students to discuss and reflect on:

Has the activity prompted them to take any kind of action or make a change? If yes what?




WORLD MAP




m Activity “Front Page News Story”

Using chosen photos, students write newspaper articles designed to raise awareness about an aspect of responsible
and sustainable living. They choose the best story for a newspaper front page.

INTRODUCTION: The classroom should be organized for group work. Lay the photos out on a large table or on the
floorso that the students can walk around them to view them before making a selection. Inform the students that the
class is being invited to become journalists to produce a special edition newspaper on responsible and sustainable
living.

Invite each student to look at the photos that have been laid out and select a photograph that they feel links to the
theme which could be used on one of the newspaper pages as part of an article / story designed to create awareness
about an aspect of responsible and sustainable living. Divide the students into groups of approximately four and
invite each member of the group to share their photos with each other and explain what motivated them to select
the photo for the newspaper article / story. Explain to the students that as a group they will now need to:

* selectjustone photo forthe group;
* writeacaptionforthe photo;
* writeashortarticle/storytoaccompany the photo.

The shortarticle / story can be fact or fictional but must be linked to themes of responsible and sustainable living and
help to create awareness about some aspect of the theme. The article / story might for example: tell a good news
story, highlight a need for change, provide a warning, or report on a catastrophe.




When each group has finished writing their article / story, invite the groups to present their articles / stories to each
other. While students are listening to each other's articles / stories they should consider which article / story should
be selected to go on the front page of the special edition newspaper. When each group has finished their
presentation, the class can vote to decide this.

Invite the groups to complete the activity by assembling the newspaper containing all of their articles as either a hard
copy newspaper oran electronic newspaper.

Questions:
What have they learnt from this experience?
Has the activity heightened their awareness of responsible and sustainable living? How?
After a couple of weeks invite students to discuss and reflect on: Has the activity prompted them to
take any kind of action or make a change? If yes what?

m Activity “Key words”

Following suggested keywords, students brainstorm and make up a list of related films. They discuss what can be
learned from the film about sustainable living.

INTRODUCTION: The teacher writes specific keywords on A4 paper. Each keyword should take up the whole A4 page.

Examplesofkeywords: o Nature « Pollution ¢ Poverty « Transport

e Crime * Media « Consumption ¢ Disease




The teacher cuts up each A4 keyword into approximately four pieces to create a simple puzzle. Overall there should
be enough pieces so that each student receives one.

The pieces of paper are distributed randomly to students. Students are asked to team up by finding other students
that can help to make up a whole keyword.

Each group that forms is invited to brainstorm as many films as possible where their keyword features in the film.
They are also invited to give a short description / explanation of how their keyword is linked to / addressed in each
particularfilm, e. g.

e Isitthe maintheme of the film?
* Isitinthe background of the film story?
*  Which perspectivesare addressed?
* Isthecurrentview onthethemedifferent /changed fromthe one presented in the film?
*  Whatcanwelearnfromthefilm(s) onthe theme of:
. responsible and sustainable living ?
. the role of the media in responsible and sustainable living ?
Each groupistheninvitedto present theirworkandideas.

Examples for the keyword “MEDIA”

All the President's Men —investigative reporters work on the Watergate scandal; media play a positive role;

Wag the dog —shortly before an election, a Hollywood producer joins efforts to fabricate a war in order to cover up a
presidential sex scandal; example how easy it is to manipulate public opinion;

The Social Network — media is the main topic of the film; a story on how the most successful social network of today
was founded;

Sex and the city —series and a film about a woman writing articles for a New York newspaper; newspaper job seems
to be very easy and not a stressful job;

Good morning, Vietnam —a story about American radio DJ in the Vietnam War; in his radio show consists of comedy
and news updates that were vetted by the station censors.

Questions:
« What have you learned from this activity / experience that you didn't know before?
« What would you like to find out more about?
«  Was there anything that surprised you during the activity?




Annex 8- for activity ,Whose Story is This?“ ir ,,Front Page News Story”

RESPONSIBLE AND SUSTAINABLE LIVING PROMPT CARDS

CONSUMPTION

Key words promts
Needs

Sustainable

Food

Resource efficiency

Consumer behaviour

Minimisation
Waste

Hunger
Production
Carbon footprint
Recycle

Reduce

Textiles

Fashion

Energy

Water

Fair trade

Local production

Wants
Unsustainable
Services
Responsible
Health

lliness / Disease
Undernourished
Obesity
Disposal

Repair

Reuse

Greed

Goods

Design

Debt

Travel

Gifts
Employment

LOCAL AND GLOBAL COMMUNITIES

Key words promts
Social unit
Interaction
Protection
Housing
Settlement
Town

City

Village

Slum
Sanitation
Identity
Culture
Debt
Organisation
Indigenous
Rural
Culture
Gender
Child labour

History
Education
Equality
Support
Building
Trade

Family

School
Economy
Health
Mortality
Network

Aid
Socialisation
Poverty
Urban

Race
Working conditions
Responsibility

BIODIVERSITY

Key words promts
Environment
Sustainable
Pollution
Lifecycle
Predation
Species
Reserve
Protection
Mutualism
Regulation
Animals
Plants

Genes
Reproduce
Destruction
Evolution
Renaturation
Temperature
Responsibility
Food web

Ecosystem
Degradation
Decomposition
Competition
Vegetation
Native
Recreation
Habitat
Exploitation
Balance

Extinct
Population
Landscape
Invasive species
Human impact
Flagship species
Climate change
Hunting
Ecosystem services
Farming

CLIMAT ECHANGE

Key words promts
Energy

Fossil fuels
Pollutants
Toxic

Natural
Resource
Weather patterns
Water

Ocean

Ice

Rain

Snow

Wind
Droughts
Health
Sustainability
Destruction
Hunger
Conflict
Farming

Carbon dioxide
Greenhouse gases
Global warming
Transport
Heating
Extreme
Atmosphere
Global
Temperature
Emissions

Sea level
Migrations
Flooding

Fires
Responsibility
Extinction
Poverty
Adaptation
Future
Deforestation
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